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Timon of ^Athens. 


Why how fliall I requite you? 
Can you catc Roots, and drinkc cold water, no? 

Both. What we can do, 
Wee 1 do to do you feruice. 

Tim. Y'arc honeft men, 
Y'hatte heard that I haue Gold, 
I am lure you haue, fpeake truth, y'arc honeft men. 

Pain. So it is faid rr.y Noble Lord, but therefore 
Came not my Friend,nor I. 

Timon. Good honeft men : Thou draw'ft a counterfct 
Beft in all Athens, th'art indeed the beft, 
Thou counterfeit mod liucly. 
Tain. So,fo,my Lord. 
Tim. E 9 nc fo fir as I fay. And for thy fi&ion, 
Why thy Verfe fwels with ftuffe fo fine and fmooth, 
Thatthou art cuen Naturall in thine Art. 
But for all this (my honeft Natur'd friends) 
I muft needs fay you haue a little fault, 
Marry 'tis not monftrous in you, neither wi& I 
You take much pames to mend. 
'Both. Befeech your Honour 
/ To make it knowne to vs. 
Tim. Youl take it ill. 
'Both. Moft thankefully,my Lord. 
Timon. Will you indeed > 
Both. Doubt it not worthy Lord. 
Tim, There's neuer a one of you but trufts a Knaue, 
That mightily deceiues you. 
'Both. Dowe,myLord? 
Tim. I,andyouhearchimcogge, 
See him diflemble, 

Know his grofle patchcry, loue him, feede him, 
Kecpein yourbofome, yet remaine alfur'd 
That he's a made-vp-Villaine. 

Pain. I knovr none fuch,roy Lord. 

Poet. Nor I. 

Timon. Looke you, 
I loue you well,]!e giue you Gold 
Rid me thefc Villaines from your companies ; 
Hang them, or ftab them, drowne them in a draught, 
Confound them by fome courfe,ond come t o me, 
I!e giue you Gold enough. 

T}oth t Name them my Lord, let's know them* 

Tim. You that way, and you this: 
But two in Company : 
Each man apart, all finglc,and alone, 
Yet an arch Villaine keepes him company : 
If where thou art, two Villaines fhall nor be, 
Come not neere him. If thou would'ft not recide 
But where one Villaine is, then him abandon. 
Hence, packe, there's Gold,you came for Gold ye Gaues: 
You haue worke for me ; there's payment,ihence, 
| You are an Alcunuft, make Gold of that : 
Out Rafcall dogges. IxtuKt 

I 

Enter Steward ^ndtwo Senators. 

Stew. Tt is vaine that you would fpeake with Timon*. 
For he is fee fo onely to himfelfe, 
That nothing but himfelfe,which looker Tike man, 
Is friendly withfym* 

i.Sen. Bring vs to his Cai**?. 
It is our part and promifc to th'Athenians 
To fpeake with Timon. 

tJSen, At all times alike 
Men are not ftill the fame : \ was Time and Grecfci 


That fram'd him thus. ThSi^^huft^ 
Offering the Fortunes of hi, former dayc, nd * 

The former man rhav mol. L: L • j ' 


The former man may make him: bring « 
And chanc d it as it may. 6 10 

Stew. HecrcishisCaue: 
Peace and content be hecre. Lord 77*** r 
Looke out, and fpeake to Friends : Th'Arl • * 

8 r ««tthcc; 


Spcakc to them Nohle Timon. 

Enter Tlmen out of his C<m, % 

Tim. Thou Sunne that comforts burne \ 
Speakeandbehang'd : 
For each true word, a blifter, and each falft 
Be as a Cantherizing to the root oUTon™* 
Confumingit with fpeaking* 8 1 

I Worthy Timon. 

Tim. Ofnoncbutfuchaiyou, 
And you of Timon. 

i The Senators of Athens,grcct thee Tim< 

Tim. I thanke them, 
And would fend them backe the plaguy 
Could I but catch it for them. 

1 O forget 

What we are forry for our felues in thee : 
The Senators,wnhone confent of loue,' 
Intrcate thee backe to Athens, who haue thought 
On fpeciall Dignities, which vacant lye 
For thy beft vfeand wearing. 

2 Theyconfefle 

Toward thee, forgctfulnefle too gcnerall groffc; 

Which now the publike 3ody,which doth fildomc 

Piay the re-cancer, feeling in it felfe 

A lacke ofTmons aydc, hath fince wichall 

Of it owne fall, ir draining ayde to Timon, 

And fend forth vs, to make their forrowed render, 

Togcthcr,with a recompence more fruitful! 

1 hen their offence can weigh downc by the Drammc, 

I euen f;ich heapes and fummes of Loue and Wealth, 

As fhall to rhee blot out, what wrongs werethcirs 

And write in thee the figures of their loue, 

Euer to read them thinc. 

Tim. You witch me in it; 
Surprize me to the very brinke of teares ; 
Lend me a Fooles heart, and a womans eyes, 
And He be *ecpe thefe comforts,worthy Senators^ 

I Therefore fo pleafc thee to recurne with vs, 
And of our Athens, thine and ours to cake 
The Captainftiip, thou flialc be met with thankes, 
Allowed with abfnlure power,and thy good name 
Liue with Auchoritie : fo foone we fhali dnue backe 
Of AlcibtadesiKapprozttoi wild, 
Who like a Bore too fauage,doth root vp 
Hii Countries peace. 

t t And (hakes hh thr^atning Sword 
Againft the waile ; of Athens. 

i Therefore Ttmr*. 

Tim. Well fir, 1 wi»l : therefore I will fir thus..; 
lfAlcibiadeskdl my Countrymen, 
Let Alcibitdss kno w this of Timon, 
That Timon cares not. But ifhe facke faire Athens, 
And take our goodly aged men by'th'Bcards, 
Giuing our holy Virgins to the ftaine 
Of contumelious, beaftly, mad-brain'd warrc % 
Then let him kno w,and tell him Timon fpeake* it, 
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f^Tofour aged, and our youth, 

t cannot choofe but tell him that I care not, 

A d let him tak t ac worft : For their Kniues care not, 

While you haue throats to anfwer. For my fclfc, 

There's not a whittle, in t*.V., ;u!y Campc, 

L i do prize it at my ioue,be "ore 

^ereuerends Throat in Athens. So I leaue you 

}o the protection of the prolperous Gods, 

As Xheeues to Keepers. 

Stew* Stay nc||,3$$ in va : .ne. 

*ftf. Why ! vuas v^iWl§^f f»y Epitaph,, 
f^illbefe^tomorr^j [Ay y^^Mtfy 
Of Health >and Liuing, now begins to Cienci, 
And nothing brings me alii'ninv;s, G:>i:ue ftill, 
ge Alciki*desyoVLX$hgUG j.y ou his, 
An d lafi: roiot*g\>hoo§b, 

i We Ipeakein valne, 

Tim. Butyec I ioucn*y Country , and .am.not 
One that reioy ccs in thc conniiou wtadk-e, 
^ s coo»nion brcite doth put k« 

i Tha-'s wcilipoke, • 

Tim. Commend me to m% Joking Countreymeo.. 

1 Thefc words bcCv>»nc your lip pes as theypafietho- 
tow them. 

2 Andcnter in our cares, like great Ti iumphets 
! In their applauding gates, 

Tim* ComipcndiT,etothc"n, 
And tell them, that to cafe them of cheir greefes, 
Their fcaresofHoftilefi:rokcs,the!L Aches lolfes, 
Their pangs or Loue^uh other incident throwes 
That Natur es fragile Veffeli doth fuftamc 
In lifes .vncertaine voyage, I will fome kindnes dotheoi. 
He teach them to preuent wilde Aicibudes wrath. 

I I like this well, he will returne againe. 

Tw- I haue a Tree which growes heerein mv Clofe, 
That mine owne vfe inuitcs me to cut downc, 
And fhortly muft f fell it. Tell my Friends, 
Tell Athens, in the fequence of degree, , 
From high to low throughout, that who fo pleafc 
To ftop Atfliftion, let him take his hafte ; 
Come hither ere my Tree hath felt the A xe, 
And hang himfelfe. i pray you do my greeting. 

Sutv. Trouble him no further, thus you Hill flhall 
Finde him. 

Ttm. Come not to me againe. but fay to Athens, 
Timon hath made his cuerlaHing Manfion 
Vpon the Beached Verge of the fait Flood, 
Who once a day with his embofled Froth) 
The turbulent Surge fhall coucr ; thither corne, 
And let my grauc-ftonc be your Oracle : 
Lippcs, let foure words go by.,and Language end : 
What is amifTe, Plague and Infe&ion mend. 
;Graues onely be mens workes, and Death their gaine; 
: Sunne, hide thy Beamcs, Timon hath done his Raigne. 

Exit Timon, 

l His difcontents are vnremoueably cbupied toiNa- 
iture. 

j 2 Our hope in him is dead: let vs returne, 
And flraine what other meanes is left vnto vs 
jln our deer epenlL 

I 1 1 requires fwift foot. Exeunt. 

Enter two other Senators jvitb a A fejfenger. 

i Thou haft painfully difcouer*d : are his Files 
Asfull as thy report? 

¥ Si. i ■ --,■„„• 


CMef. I haue fpoke the leaft. 
Befides his expedition promifes prefent approach. 

2 We ftand much hazard, if they bring not Timon. 
Mef. I met a Currier, one mine ancient Friend, 

Whom though in gcnerall part we were oppos'd, 

Yet our old loue made a particular force, 

And made vs fpeake like Friends, This man was riding 

From Alcibiades to Timons Caue, 

With Lerters of intrcaty, which imported 

HisFeilowfliip i'th'caufcagainft your City, 

In part tor his fake mou'd*. 

Enter the other Senators* 
I Heere come our Brothers. 

3 No talke oiTimon^ nothing of him expeft, 
The Enemies Drumme is heard,and fcarefuli fcodftrtg 
Doth choake the ayre with duft: hi, and prepare, 
Ouvs is the fall I feare, our Foes the Snare. Exemt 

Enter a Souldier in the Words x feeing Timon, 
Sol. By ail defcription this fhould be roe place. 
Whole heere? Speakehoa. No an! wer ? What is this? 4 
Tymon is dead, who hath out-ftrecche his fpnn, 
Some Bcaft reade this ; There do's nor liue a Man, 
Dead ftire* and this his Graue.what's on this Tomb, 
1 cannot read : the Charra&er He take with wax, 
Our Capcainc hath in cuery figure skill ; 
An ag'd Interpreter, though yong in dayes : - ' , 

Before proud Athens bee's let downe by this, 
Whofefall the mar ke of his Ambition is. Exit, 

Trumpets fomd. Enter Alcibiades with hit Powers 
before Athens. 

Ale, Sound to this Coward, and IafciuiousTowne, 

Oar terrible approach/ 

Sounds a Parly. 
The Senators appeare vpon the wals. 
Till now you haue gone on, and fill'd the time 
With all Licentious meafurc, making your willes 
Thefcopeof IuHicc. Till now,my felfe and fuch 
As flcpt within the fhadow of your power 
Haue wander'd with our tranerft Arrocs,and breath'd] 
Our fjffcrance vainly : Now the time is flufh, 
When crouching Marrow in the bearer lln.ng 
Cries (of it felfc)no more: Now breathlefle wrong, 
Shall fit and pant in your great Chaires of cafe, 
Andpurficlnfolence fhall breakc his winde 
With feare and horrid flight. 

i. Sen. Noble,and young; 
When thy firft greefes were but a meere conceit, 1 
Ere thou had'ft power, or we had caufe of feare, 
We fent to thee, to giue thy rages Balme, 
To wipe out our Ingratitude, with Lo ucs 
Aboue their quantitie. 

a So did we wooe 
Transformed timon, to our Citties loue 
By humbfe Meffage, and by promifi meanes : 
We were not al! vnkinde, nor all deferue 
The common ftroke of warre. 

1 Thefe walles of ours, 

Were not erected by rhcir bands* from whom 
You haue receyu'd your greefe : Nor are they fuch, 
That thefe great Towrcs,Trophees,& Schools (hold fall 
Forpriuate faults in them. 

2 Nor are they liuing 

Who 


